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“Culture of Fear” and Education: An Annotated Bibliography, 1990-2011 

 
- R. Michael Fisher1 

 
Abstract  
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emotional cultures that predominate on the global scene of power, and he labeled 
“the West” (Europe and America) as embedded in and reproducing a “culture of 
fear.” He says, fear is the dominant emotion of the West and reflects what he calls 
the West’s “identity crisis.” And it is “This loss of control over [the world and] over 
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recommend a good quality “fear education.”6 This technical paper No. 28 is 
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and pragmatic in managing fear. But all of that discussion is too complex for this 
short publication and so I refer readers to my monographs as well as other author’s 
publishing (listed herein).  
 
Along my investigative travels with the topic of fear and fearlessness, the notion of 
a “culture of fear” has become of special gravity and fruitfulness. It also, of late, has 
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context

 within which all systems and practices, more or less, are 

weapon for th
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Figure 1 depicts an impressive volume of citations, albeit, many of them are not 
substantial and more just a quoting of "culture of fear" or use of the term in the text 
or references. Yet, when 300 and some 
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 to reform ourselves."  
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management/education. Technical Paper No. 35. Carbondale, IL: In Search  
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that shrouds itself in secrecy, suppresses dissent, perpetuates a culture of fear,  
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 vision of a culture of fear and culture of therapy is fundamentally similar to the 
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Within the fundamentalist thought of the ‘war on terror’ not only are incom
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2008 
 
Bennett, J. B., and Dreyer, E. A. (2008). Spiritualities of—not at—the university. In  

G. W. Traub (Ed.), A Jesuit education reader (pp. 113-32). Loyola Press.  
 
The authors writes of the important critique of Parker J. Palmer to the discourses  
on higher education and academia today, as well as the critiques by Alexander  
Astin and they thus synthesize: “Another way of describing the spirituality of much  
of today’s academy is that ‘it is a culture of fear’ [Palmer]. Indeed, it seems to be 
fear of change and loss of control that is largely behind insistent individualism and 
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 teachers in a multicultural education classroom. Unpublished dissertation.  
 The University of Utah. 
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Giroux, H. A. (2008). Militarization, public pedagogy, and the biopolitics of popular  
culture. In D. Silberman-Keller (Ed.), Mirror images: Popular culture and  
education (pp. 39-54). NY: Peter Lang.  
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initiatives that have led to clarifying both the importance of this historical ground/ 
consciousness for the Fearlessness Movement (and ISOF Project) and clarifying 
the futu
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2006 
 
Aronowitz, S., and Harnish, J. (2006). Contemporary discourses of citizenship.  
 Review of Educational Research, 76(4), 653-90.  
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Giroux, H. A. (2006). Beyond the spectacle of terrorism: Global uncertainty and the  
 challenge of the new media. Boulder, CO: Paradigm.
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Giroux, H. A (2006). Reading hurricane Katrina: Race, class, and the biopolitics of  
 disposability. College Literature, 33(3), 171-96.  
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 and the everyday reality of insecurity, surviving public spaces have become  
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 "Seymour Sarason has repeatedly argued that schooling and educational reform  
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 people feel that the risks are greater than they really are. The culture of fear  
 conveniently justifies the presence of such systems and cultivates dependency 
 on private in
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 revolution: The unity of utopia. 
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Salmi, J. (2006). Violence, democracy, and education: An analytic framework. In E.  

Roberts-Schwietzer, V. Greaney, and K. Duer (Eds.), Promoting social  
cohesion through education: Cases studies and tools for using textbooks  
and curricula (pp. 9-27). World Bank Publications. 
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Giroux, H. A. (2005). The passion of the Right: Religious fundamentalism and the  
 crisis of democracy. Cultural Studies Critical Methodologies, 5, 309-17. 
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 elucidating theory-practice relations in prospective and practicing teachers is the 
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 American education: A symbolic crusade. 
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 217-23.  
 
 Abstract: "Social systems foster toxic environments, instilling a culture of fear while  
 ignoring the importance of preparing youth for advanced citizenship in a global civil 
 society." The author wrote, "Many, if not all, children today live in fear of society.  
 Media images invade homes and schools daily and make visible and real the  
 random acts of destruction that occur with an irregular, but disturbing frequency, 
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 and M. Pruyn (Eds.), Social justice in these times 
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 discourse,' 'fear is a lens,' 'fear is the ground upon which identity is formed in late- 
 capitalism' are the kinds of phrases, definitions, and conceptualizations that are  
 being written about to understand the lower LH view of and methods of  
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Fisher, R. M. (2002). On being a 'fear' critic. Technical Paper No. 14. Vancouver,  
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 a discourse that is enforced by a perpetual pedagogy of surveillance.... As an  
 



!



! Tb!

 



!





! T>!

 The author wrote, "Some have argued that, far from becoming increasingly  
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 'culture of fear' (also see de Becker, 1997; Furedi, 1997; Glassner, 1999) as, in
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 Engineering [Faculty]. Palmer, an educational consultant and seminarian, offers a 
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 and support from the findings of this introductory paper. The discipline of  
 phobosology (Fisher, 1998) provides the context in which much of this research 
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