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What is the WestÕs Problem with Fearlessness? 
 
R. Michael Fisher, 
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So WhatÕs the WestÕs 
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Contextual Background 
 
 Interesting things have been birthed in reaction, and sometimes 
more conscious response, to the human Fear Problem. That is the con-
textual background to everything 
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 A plethora of discourses in the W., from diverse sources, had a 
much less curious or tolerant view than I (and E. thought
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critique of W. philosophies in general
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discourses on Òfearless societyÓ for example. Some quotes have 
come to my attention, which I utilize often in my publications and 
teaching. One that stands out above all others,
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ing to had its historical precedent in the philosophy and theories of 
a German sociologist, who some three years earlier published on 
the growing and dangerous Òrisk societyÓ of our late-modern (and 
postmodern) era.37 The same themati
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age or bravery is much more appealing than fearlessness. And, 
there is no more convincing evidence of this bias than when one 
does a quick review of the work of historians in the W., that is, es-
pecially the historians interested in emotions and intimate history.  

The intellectual histories of fear are growing rapidly, since the 
early work of W. scholars like the Frenchman Delumeau (1990), to 
Americans like Robin (2004), Stearns (2006), Laffan and Weiss 
(2012) and those from the UK, like Bourke.42 
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